A-i 6-> The Washington: Star • Thurify. More* 24, 1977 



• • : - By Jeremiah O’Leary \p •, 

' : • Washington. Star Staff Writer •. " ' . /' • . 

Investigators for the House Select Committee on . 
Assassinations will return to Tennessee on Monday - . 
for a secondinterview with James Earl Ray. 

Ray, who confessed to killing Dr. Martin Luther 
I King Jr. and since recanted his confession, is serv- 
ing a 99-year prison term for the murder. 

Chairman Louis Stokes, D-Ohio,' said yesterday 



that. Ray was • “very , cooperative” when inter- 
viewed this week by Chief Counsel Richard A. 
Sprague and. Deputy Counsel Robert Lehner at 
Brushy • Mountain Penitentiary in Petros, Tenn. 
But Stokes said the substance of- what Ray said 
cannot be revealed at this time. 

- . Ray pleaded guilty. to the murder at his trial; but 
has since said he did not do it and has sought a new 
trial. The FBI has concluded that Ray was a lone 
assassin and says there has never been any evi- 
dence that he was part of a larger conspiracy. 

Earlier yesterday, the committee voted a reso- 
lution to extend its operations for the nearly two 
years remaining of the current Congress and ap- 
proved a $2,796,850 budget for this calendar year. 

Stokes 1 said the ~ authorization to extend the 
committee beyond March 31 probably.will go be- 
fore the House Rules Committee on Monday or 
Tuesday. "• ~ - 

If, as seems likely, the rules panel approves the 
extension, the full House membership will prob-- 
ably vote on the extension later in the week. . j 
And a woman in Louisville, Ky., confirmed yesri 
terday that her husband told Rep. Gene Snyder, R- 
Ky., that he knew of a plot to assassinate King, the 
Associated Press reported. 

Mary Baird, 44, said her husband, Clifton, 50, a 
retired Louisville policeman, described to Snyder 
a conspiracy involving Louisville police officers 

and FBI agents.. ; . . . ; . 

Snyder said last week a man told, him he had 
been offered $500,000 on two occasions to kill King. 
He declined to name the man, however. 

Mrs. .Baird said her husband" retired from the' 
Louisville police department ‘ several years ago 
after 27 'years service. “He told me about this 
when I first married himr seven years ago,” she 
said in an interview. “J ’.think he^ thought he wasn't 
going to be believed^ M- ^ ; ' - - - 



